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OMB Guidance § 200.25 

§ 200.19 Cognizant agency for indirect 
costs. 

Cognizant agency for indirect costs 
means the Federal agency responsible 
for reviewing, negotiating, and approv-
ing cost allocation plans or indirect 
cost proposals developed under this 
part on behalf of all Federal agencies. 
The cognizant agency for indirect cost 
is not necessarily the same as the cog-
nizant agency for audit. For assign-
ments of cognizant agencies see the 
following: 

(a) For IHEs: Appendix III to Part 
200—Indirect (F&A) Costs Identifica-
tion and Assignment, and Rate Deter-
mination for Institutions of Higher 
Education (IHEs), paragraph C.11. 

(b) For nonprofit organizations: Ap-
pendix IV to Part 200—Indirect (F&A) 
Costs Identification and Assignment, 
and Rate Determination for Nonprofit 
Organizations, paragraph C.12. 

(c) For state and local governments: 
Appendix V to Part 200—State/Local 
Governmentwide Central Service Cost 
Allocation Plans, paragraph F.1. 

(d) For Indian tribes: Appendix VII to 
Part 200—States and Local Govern-
ment and Indian Tribe Indirect Cost 
Proposal, paragraph D.1. 

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79 
FR 75880, Dec. 19, 2014] 

§ 200.20 Computing devices. 
Computing devices means machines 

used to acquire, store, analyze, process, 
and publish data and other information 
electronically, including accessories 
(or ‘‘peripherals’’) for printing, trans-
mitting and receiving, or storing elec-
tronic information. See also §§ 200.94 
Supplies and 200.58 Information tech-
nology systems. 

§ 200.21 Compliance supplement. 
Compliance supplement means Appen-

dix XI to Part 200—Compliance Supple-
ment (previously known as the Cir-
cular A–133 Compliance Supplement). 

§ 200.22 Contract. 
Contract means a legal instrument by 

which a non-Federal entity purchases 
property or services needed to carry 
out the project or program under a 
Federal award. The term as used in 
this part does not include a legal in-

strument, even if the non-Federal enti-
ty considers it a contract, when the 
substance of the transaction meets the 
definition of a Federal award or 
subaward (see § 200.92 Subaward). 

§ 200.23 Contractor. 

Contractor means an entity that re-
ceives a contract as defined in § 200.22 
Contract. 

§ 200.24 Cooperative agreement. 

Cooperative agreement means a legal 
instrument of financial assistance be-
tween a Federal awarding agency or 
pass-through entity and a non-Federal 
entity that, consistent with 31 U.S.C. 
6302–6305: 

(a) Is used to enter into a relation-
ship the principal purpose of which is 
to transfer anything of value from the 
Federal awarding agency or pass- 
through entity to the non-Federal enti-
ty to carry out a public purpose au-
thorized by a law of the United States 
(see 31 U.S.C. 6101(3)); and not to ac-
quire property or services for the Fed-
eral Government or pass-through enti-
ty’s direct benefit or use; 

(b) Is distinguished from a grant in 
that it provides for substantial involve-
ment between the Federal awarding 
agency or pass-through entity and the 
non-Federal entity in carrying out the 
activity contemplated by the Federal 
award. 

(c) The term does not include: 
(1) A cooperative research and devel-

opment agreement as defined in 15 
U.S.C. 3710a; or 

(2) An agreement that provides only: 
(i) Direct United States Government 

cash assistance to an individual; 
(ii) A subsidy; 
(iii) A loan; 
(iv) A loan guarantee; or 
(v) Insurance. 

§ 200.25 Cooperative audit resolution. 

Cooperative audit resolution means the 
use of audit follow-up techniques which 
promote prompt corrective action by 
improving communication, fostering 
collaboration, promoting trust, and de-
veloping an understanding between the 
Federal agency and the non-Federal en-
tity. This approach is based upon: 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 15:35 Jun 04, 2015 Jkt 235005 PO 00000 Frm 00095 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\235005.XXX 235005LH
O

R
N

E
 o

n 
D

S
K

2V
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 C

F
R



84 

2 CFR Ch. II (1–1–15 Edition) § 200.26 

(a) A strong commitment by Federal 
agency and non-Federal entity leader-
ship to program integrity; 

(b) Federal agencies strengthening 
partnerships and working coopera-
tively with non-Federal entities and 
their auditors; and non-Federal enti-
ties and their auditors working coop-
eratively with Federal agencies; 

(c) A focus on current conditions and 
corrective action going forward; 

(d) Federal agencies offering appro-
priate relief for past noncompliance 
when audits show prompt corrective 
action has occurred; and 

(e) Federal agency leadership sending 
a clear message that continued failure 
to correct conditions identified by au-
dits which are likely to cause improper 
payments, fraud, waste, or abuse is un-
acceptable and will result in sanctions. 

§ 200.26 Corrective action. 
Corrective action means action taken 

by the auditee that: 
(a) Corrects identified deficiencies; 
(b) Produces recommended improve-

ments; or 
(c) Demonstrates that audit findings 

are either invalid or do not warrant 
auditee action. 

§ 200.27 Cost allocation plan. 
Cost allocation plan means central 

service cost allocation plan or public 
assistance cost allocation plan. 

§ 200.28 Cost objective. 
Cost objective means a program, func-

tion, activity, award, organizational 
subdivision, contract, or work unit for 
which cost data are desired and for 
which provision is made to accumulate 
and measure the cost of processes, 
products, jobs, capital projects, etc. A 
cost objective may be a major function 
of the non-Federal entity, a particular 
service or project, a Federal award, or 
an indirect (Facilities & Administra-
tive (F&A)) cost activity, as described 
in Subpart E—Cost Principles of this 
Part. See also §§ 200.44 Final cost objec-
tive and 200.60 Intermediate cost objec-
tive. 

§ 200.29 Cost sharing or matching. 
Cost sharing or matching means the 

portion of project costs not paid by 
Federal funds (unless otherwise author-

ized by Federal statute). See also 
§ 200.306 Cost sharing or matching. 

§ 200.30 Cross-cutting audit finding. 

Cross-cutting audit finding means an 
audit finding where the same under-
lying condition or issue affects Federal 
awards of more than one Federal 
awarding agency or pass-through enti-
ty. 

§ 200.31 Disallowed costs. 

Disallowed costs means those charges 
to a Federal award that the Federal 
awarding agency or pass-through enti-
ty determines to be unallowable, in ac-
cordance with the applicable Federal 
statutes, regulations, or the terms and 
conditions of the Federal award. 

§ 200.32 [Reserved] 

§ 200.33 Equipment. 

Equipment means tangible personal 
property (including information tech-
nology systems) having a useful life of 
more than one year and a per-unit ac-
quisition cost which equals or exceeds 
the lesser of the capitalization level es-
tablished by the non-Federal entity for 
financial statement purposes, or $5,000. 
See also §§ 200.12 Capital assets, 200.20 
Computing devices, 200.48 General pur-
pose equipment, 200.58 Information 
technology systems, 200.89 Special pur-
pose equipment, and 200.94 Supplies. 

§ 200.34 Expenditures. 

Expenditures means charges made by 
a non-Federal entity to a project or 
program for which a Federal award was 
received. 

(a) The charges may be reported on a 
cash or accrual basis, as long as the 
methodology is disclosed and is con-
sistently applied. 

(b) For reports prepared on a cash 
basis, expenditures are the sum of: 

(1) Cash disbursements for direct 
charges for property and services; 

(2) The amount of indirect expense 
charged; 

(3) The value of third-party in-kind 
contributions applied; and 

(4) The amount of cash advance pay-
ments and payments made to sub-
recipients. 
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